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Local Involvement Network (LINk) in Salford

“Shaping Salford’s Future” 
E-bulletin Issue 1
Hello and welcome to the first LINk in Salford e-bulletin. This bulletin contains a roundup of Health and Wellbeing news, updates on recent happenings, events and details of how you can contribute to our work at the LINk in Salford. The e-bulletins will be fortnightly and if you have any news that you wish to promote, please contact the LINk  
Main Story Headline

The LINk in Salford service 

A Local Involvement Network (LINk) has been set up by the Department of Health from 2008 - 2011 to give local people a stronger voice in the provision and commissioning of health and social wellbeing services in Salford. Salford’s LINk will promote and support the involvement of local people in having a say about the local health and wellbeing services (including public health) in Salford. The LINk has the power to look into issues and concerns of local people and investigate further any claims that have arisen. The LINk also has the power to make requests and recommendations and expect responses from statutory and publicly funded organisation with an interest in health and social care.
The LINk in Salford will hold an annual event on the first Monday of every March where the people of Salford can identify their issues and concerns about local health and wellbeing services (including public health) in Salford and decide on a work plan for the following year. Once the top three priorities around health and wellbeing services are identified by the people of Salford, the three priorities will be commissioned to three local voluntary and community groups/organisations. The organisations will undertake research to identify appropriate numbers of recommendations that the LINk in Salford will forward to the commissioners and providers of health and wellbeing services.  
The statutory agencies must respond to the recommendations made by the LINk within 20 working days. The LINk in Salford also corresponds with and can send recommendations to the Salford City Council Overview and Scrutiny Committee. The LINk will also be required under Government legislation to provide the Secretary of State and the Care Quality Commission with an Annual report about any activities the LINk in Salford carries out.
A Tribute to Rita Fisher
It is with great sadness that we have to report the death of our friend and colleague Rita Fisher. Rita sadly passed away on Saturday, 29 May 2010.

Rita Fisher was on the Patients and Public Involvement Forum in Salford until it was abolished and recreated as the LINk in Salford where she was a member of the Steering Group until her death.  Rita spent much of her time helping the community in many ways from being on committees to helping people to keep fit with her expertise in Yoga and Healthy Eating.  She was also a member of the Manchester Events Volunteers which was set up following the success of the Commonwealth Games in 2002 and completed approximately 500 hours of volunteering working on many events.

Rita will be sadly missed by all who knew her but especially by Susan her daughter and best friend.  The LINk Steering Group look forward to welcoming Sue back when she feels the time is right for her to return, in the meantime we wish Sue well and want her to know that she is in our thoughts.  

News

Role of the LINk in Salford Host Support Team 
The role of the LINk in Salford Host Support Team is to support and enable the LINk (the residents of Salford) to have a stronger say. The Host Support Team helps the Steering Group members to implement the model and the activities on behalf of all the residents of Salford. It ensures it communicates and provides information to its members. The Team consists of 

Meena Patel, LINk in Salford Investment Manager and Wendy Armstrong, LINk in Salford Facilitator. The Host Team is based within Unlimited Potential formerly known as CHAP at the Energise Healthy Living Centre, 3 Douglas Green, Salford, M6 6ES   

Recruitment of LINk Steering Group members 2010 - 2011
The LINk in Salford is to promote and support the involvement of people in health and wellbeing services (including public health). The LINk will find out what people like and dislike about their local health and wellbeing in Salford at an Annual event giving communities a stronger voice to influence existing and new health and wellbeing services.

On 27th May the LINk in Salford held an open lunchtime meeting at the Willow Tree Healthy Living Centre on Littleton Road in order to recruit new members to join the LINk Steering Group.  The meeting allowed people to attend and meet with existing Steering Group members about what is involved in being part of the LINk.  This meeting was a great success and resulted in several people agreeing to be members of the LINk in Salford Steering group.
Reporting on LINk Recommendations 2009 – 2010
The LINk in Salford commissioned the top three priorities identified by local people to three third sector groups to carry out further analysis and provide recommendations to providers and commissioners of local health and wellbeing services to influence positive changes or redesign of services.
The top three priorities included:

· Promote access to local health and social care services commissioned to Wealthshare Creations Ltd.

· Promote healthy lifestyles commissioned to Jonathan Kalmus, J Media.

· Promote the access to the provision of acute healthcare services commissioned to Salford Link Project.
If you are interested in receiving copies of the final reports, contact the LINk.  
New publications and resources

LINking UP Newsletter 

If you are interested in placing an article in the LINk in Salford LINking UP quarterly newsletter please contact the LINk in Salford Host Support Team. LINking UP Newsletters are circulated June, September, December and March.

Events
Another great success …..Second LINk in Salford Annual event 

Salford’s Local Involvement Network (LINk) held another successful second event at the Ellesmere Shopping Centre, Walkden on Saturday 17th April 2010. The event was held on a Saturday to encourage the public out shopping to engage with consultation activities.  Over 250 people from across Salford attended throughout the day.  The event was attended by 8 local partner organisations within the “purdah” of the General Election.  If you wish to gain further information about the consultation, please contact Meena Patel, LINK in Salford Investment Manager on 0161 743 0088 or meena.patel@unlimitedpotentail.org.uk 

LINk in Salford Annual Event, Saturday 17th April 2010 – Prize Draw
The following individuals are the lucky prize winners from the LINk in Salford Annual Event which took place on Saturday, 17 April 2010 at the Ellesmere Shopping Centre.  

Frances Walton  


Wii Console with Wii Fit Plus

Hannah Fletcher 


Roger Black Gold Medal Exercise Cycle

Mrs J Malstt 


Phillips Compact Blender

Jordan Crawley


Cookworks 3 Bowl Steamer

Julie Higginbottom 

Cookworks Slowcooker

Colin Lovett-Pearce 

George Forman 7 Portion Grill

Adrian Wharmby 


Twin Flex Goal and Ball

Martine Greenhalgh 

Exit Power Kite

Julie Gornall 


£50 WH Smith gift card

Salford Events 

The Self Care team at NHS Salford together with the Expert Patient Programme are pleased to announce their first public engagement event of 2010.  The Summer BBQ event will be held at Buile Hill Park Salford on Thursday July 29th 3-6.30pm. for further information contact Julie Want, Self Care Education Department, T: 0161 848 0918, M: 07879115473, julie.want@salford.nhs.uk
Refugee Week is taking place on 14-20 June to celebrate the contribution refugees make to Salford and to encourage collaboration between communities. Whatever you’re into – art, music, food or just meeting new people – there will be an event that’s right up your street.  All the events are free and open to everyone. For more information about any of the events listed and to find out what else is happening during Refugee Week, visit www.salford.gov.uk/refugeeweek2010 
Young at Heart, Full of Life is an annual series of events to celebrate the opportunities, achievements and aspirations of older people in Salford. From art to karaoke, from tea dancing to archery, organisers NHS Salford and Salford City Council are confident there will be an event for everyone. Young at Heart launches with spectacular fashion on Tuesday, 1st June with the BBC Philharmonic at St Philip and St Stephen, St Philip’s Place. Abbie Brearley 0161 212 5643, abbie.brearley@salford.nhs.uk
As you may be aware, Contour Housing Group is organising The Big Chin Rub during the week 12 – 16th July where they are encouraging lots schools, groups, communities and businesses to try out philosophical enquiry.  They are trying to get at least 100 groups to take part in the event and so we are asking staff to help by directing any groups they know or are involved in to the www.veryphilosophical.com website to register their interest. Ross Hemmings, Regeneration Investment Officer, Contour Housing Group, tel: 0161 8758069, ross.hemmings@contourhousing.co.uk
Training Opportunities

Child Protection and Safeguarding Awareness 
Child Protection and Safeguarding Awareness on Wednesday 15th September 2010, 9.30 – 4.30pm at Walkden Methodist Church, Salford.  A basic course in child protection and safeguarding awareness for volunteers and paid staff in voluntary and community organisations who work with children/young people in Salford
For further information, contact Salford CVS, Tel 0161 787 795

Volunteering Opportunities
Get involved with the LINk in Salford?

The LINk in Salford has a Steering Group, consisting of a maximum of 12 people, which meets on a monthly basis and helps to guide the direction of the LINk in Salford on behalf of all the citizens of Salford.  The LINk in Salford Steering Group members are made up of volunteers who are citizens of Salford and receive ongoing support from Unlimited Potential, the Host organisation.  The LINk in Salford also welcomes volunteers who can be involved in a number of task groups with regards to the workplan priorities, providing support by holding LINk stalls around Salford at events and the LINk in Salford annual event in facilitating community involvement and any other areas of development.  In order to find out further information or to register your interest as a volunteer contact the LINk in Salford Host Support Team.
LINking up Partnerships
The LINK in Salford key partners include:
· Salford City Council

· Salford Community, Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee  

· NHS Salford 

· Salford Royal Hospital Trust 

· Greater Manchester West Mental Health NHS Trust 

· North West Ambulance 

· Third sector/Voluntary and community organisations in Salford and regionally 

For further details on partnership developments between the LINk and partners please contact the LINk Host Support Team  

Appreciative Enquiry

Do you live in Walkden or Litle Hulton and have never smoked. Salford Community, Health & Social Care Scrutiny Committee are carrying out research in partnership with I&DeA and would like to hear from you. If you want to know more, contact Linda Sharples, Scrutiny Support Officer, linda.sharples@salford.gov.uk or 0161 793 3324   

The LINk in Salford Host Support Team values receiving comments, feedback and complements about the LINk e-bulletins to improve – FEEDBACK always welcomed!    

To subscribe or unsubscribe to the LINk in Salford e-bulletin contact:
Wendy Armstrong 

LINk in Salford Facilitator 
LINk in Salford Host Support Team 
Unlimited Potential, Energise Healthy Living Centre, 3 Douglas Green, Salford, M6 6ES

 

Tel: 0161 743 0088 (voice or textphone)

Mob: 07717 186670

Fax: 0161 743 0090

Email: wendy.armstrong@unlimitedpotential.org.uk
Should you want to contribute to the next LINk in Salford E-Bulletin, submissions should be sent to Wendy Armstrong at the above email address no later than Wednesday, 30 June 2010.
Date of issue: 18 June 2010
