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Local Involvement Network in Salford 

“Shaping Salford’s Future”  

Notes of LINk in Salford Steering Group meeting held on Tuesday, 1 March 2011 from 11.30am to 2pm, Salford Innovation Forum
Attendance 

Wendy Armstrong

Sue Fisher

Royston Futter
Harold Kershner

Jamie Loftus
Meena Patel
Sam Portnoy

Marian Wilson

Welcome 

Royston opened the meeting.   
Apologies 

Josie Browne
Ken Cooke

Suzy Keen

Notes from previous meeting
SF advised that she did not attend the previous meeting on 15 February 2011 as reflected in the notes.

Update from LINk Steering Group Members
RF advised that he SF and HK attended a meeting of NW LINks in Warrington on 28 February.  The object of the meeting was for the LINks to look at the move to HealthWatch and the GP consortia.  These members noted that as the other LINk have such different models it made it difficult to compare activities.   The Group discussed how to move forward and decided that once the Annual Event 2011 consultation process has taken place the LINk in Salford need to pick out what activities they would like to do on the run up to HealthWatch’s implementation in 2012.  
MP advised that she had drafted the letter to Sue Lightup regarding a LINk rep place on the Shadow Health & Wellbeing Board.  

Action:  RF to sign and post letter to Sue Lightup.

SF advised that she has been experiencing difficulty in accessing Salford Royal Hospital.  These difficulties included the use of the shuttle bus as it has nothing in which to fasten down the wheelchair for safety and led to an instance where SF was not stable in the bus and was rocked around.  SF advised that she has complained to the SRFT and has not received a reply.  Additionally, SF advised that she had been invited to a meeting at the SRFT regarding disabled access to the new buildings and found there were no disabled toilets.    The Group agreed to contact SRFT on SF’s behalf.

Action:  RF to draft letter to contact SRFT regarding these issues.  

HK attended the NWAS meeting last week as a Critical Friend.  The purpose of the meeting was a PR exercise to attract new members.  The NWAS is the largest of the ambulance services and they are set to become a foundation trust.

MW attended the Overview & Scrutiny meeting.  She advised the attendees of the OSC meeting about the LINk in Salford Annual Event.  The meeting covered topics such as:- 
· Alan Campbell, Deputy Chief Executive of Commissioning giving an update on what is happening with commissioning.

· The proposed set up of a personalisation sub-group.

· A rota of proposed inspection visits to day centres for 2011/2012.
MP asked if MW could let her have a copy of the visit rota.

Action:  MW to let MP have a copy of the visit rota.

SP attended a mental health forum at Pendleton Gateway.  They have been allocated some funds from the Trust.
SF should have attended a BME meeting organised by SCC but unfortunately this was cancelled at short notice.

SF attended an IT conference at the City of Manchester Stadium.  The conference was intended to assist local groups to become IT literate.
JL attended two consultation events organised by NHS Salford in February which took place at St James’s House, Salford.  The consultation was around the abolishment of the PCTs and funding streams as well as GP commissioning.   JL advised that these events were not very well attended.   
Update LINk Work Themes
MP advised that the deadlines had been extended for all three organisations.  MP circulated copies of the three reports to the Group members.  MP advised that the recommendations were missing from the SALT report and the analysis is missing from the SDF report.   MP advised that she would not be paying the final instalment to the three of the organisations until the reports were in a complete format.   MP asked if RF, JL and MW could look at the reports and meet back on 3 March with any feedback.  
Action:  RF, JL, MW and MP to meet on at 11am on 3 March at the Energise Healthy Living Centre to review the reports.
LINk Annual Event 2011
WA advised the Group of the rota for Steering Group members for the four days of the LINk in Salford Annual Event 2011.
MP advised the Group that she had met with Mike Sullivan to scope the four venues.  Mike will set up the necessary equipment each day at the four sites.  
MP circulated the draft questionnaire and the Group discussed this at length and suggested changes and amendments to this.  MP agreed to make these changes and circulate to the members for final approval.
Action:  MP to amend questionnaire according to the Group’s recommendations and circulate for final approval.

In terms of consultation, MP advised the Group that the volunteers for the four days should be settled by Friday, 4 March 2011.

Action:  WA to contact organisations to organise volunteers for the annual event.
LINk Host Funding
A discussion took place regarding the proposal on the Salford City Council (SCC) website to cut the funding for the LINk in Salford by 15%.  This proposal will go to SCC’s cabinet meeting on 3 March.  Judd Skelton will report back to the Unlimited Potential and the LINk in Salford to see how this is taken forward.
Update from LINk Host
MP advised that she had accompanied JL to the White Paper Consultation in February.
MP advised that following discussions with Jack Sharp at Salford Royal Hospital Foundation Trust, she had a meeting with Julie Crossley and her team.  She was advised at this meeting that there would be no change to services and these will continue as usual.

MP advised that Salford Link Project and WealthShare Creations now have two bespoke sessions booked with Suzy Keen at Salford CVS to see where the gaps are and following on from these sessions both organisations should get their quality marks in the Summer.  MP further advised the Group that both organisations will need funds to get the quality mark and these funds are to pay for the independent assessor.  The Group felt that as the LINk in Salford had paid for the training, the two organisations should pay for the assessment.
WA advised that she had met with Clare Mayo, Development Worker (Mental Health) on 25 February and updated the Group on the developments/changes which are taking place across Salford in terms of mental health services.
Any other business
LINk members had a discussion regarding the LINk in Salford E-bulletin and all agreed that the content was very interesting and relevant.
A discussion took place regarding the LINk in Salford website.  The Group expressed a concern regarding the efficacy of the website as a marketing tool for the LINk in Salford.  They would like to know about the traffic on the site and would like to see a counter on the site.  
A discussion took place regarding the GP consortia and a relationship with the LINk in Salford.  The Group agreed to contact the Chair of the GP Consortia offering help from the LINk in Salford and inviting him to meet with the LINk in Salford members.

Action:  RF to write to Chair of GP Consortia.

MP advised that she had conducted video interviews with HK, SF and RF.  It is her intention to conduct further video interviews with the rest of the Steering Group.  Once completed and edited by Peoples Voice Media they will be converted into YouTube files and added to the LINk in Salford website.

Action:  MP to make appointments with the remaining Steering Group members to conduct video interviews.

MP showed a copy of the new Volunteer Charter to the Group.  She advised that she will obtain further copies and circulate these to the Group.

Action:  MP to circulate copies of the Volunteer Charter to the Steering Group.

MP advised the Group that Judd Skelton has been appointed to the post of Integrated Commissioning Manager with Salford City Council and will therefore be leaving his post of Principal Officer (User Carer Issues) in the next couple of months.  At this stage it is uncertain whether he will still be responsible for commissioning the LINk in Salford.
Next meeting
The next meeting of the Steering Group is to take place on Tuesday, 5 April from 11.30am until 2pm at the Salford Innovation Forum, Frederick Road, Salford and in Royston Futter’s absence will be chaired by Harold Kershner.
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